
kidney because the other was in the same condition.
The surgery of the kidney seems to me, as it is now

developed, considering the great perfection of tech-
nique, as perhaps the most brilliant, certainly the
most interesting operation of abdominal surgery.

Dr. Cabot : Of course, a certain proportion, per-
haps a considerable proportion, of kidneys largely
dilated do lose their functional activity. I have no
doubt this was the case in those cases Dr. Richardson
has spoken of, particularly in the one of pyonephrosis
with calcareous matter.

There is a method by which we can tell somewhat
in regard to the functional activity of the kidney by
the examination of the fluid. If you aspirate and find
the fluid contains a considerable proportion of urea,
you have the right to suppose that kidney is still in
tolerable activity, whereas if it does not contain urea,
it means that the urea has been reabsorbed, and prob-
ably that no more urea is being excreted by the kiduey.

It is not always in the largely dilated kidneys that
the secretion is most completely stopped, for au ob-
struction which is not complete allows the function of
the kidney to go on aud leads to gradual dilatation of
the pelvis to a much greater extent than where the
obstruction is complete. Where you get a very big
hydronephrosis, you may take it for granted that ob-
struction was not at first complete, and that perhaps it
is not yet so. In such a case it may be found that the
function of the kidney is considerably preserved.

RecentLiterature
Atlas of Nerve Cells. By M. Allen Starr, M.D.,

Ph.D., Professor of Diseases of the Mind and Ner-
vous System, College of Physicians and Surgeons,
etc. With the co-operation of Oliver S. Strong,
A.M., Ph.D., and Edward Leaming, M.D.,
F.R.P.S. Quarto, 11 by 14 inches, pp. x, 78.
With 53 plates and 13 diagrams. Published for
the Columbia University Press. New York and
London: Macmillan & Co. 1896.
Not since the publication of Dal ton's " Brain Sec-

tions " has there appeared in this country so sumptu-
ous a work on the anatomy of the nervous system as
the one before us. Its scope is exceedingly limited ;
it portrays only the nerve cells as stained by the Golgi
method, but, within its scope, nothing could be finer.
As a rule, the results of micro-photography are disap-
pointing; the pictures may be faithful to the original,
but they are usually confused and obscure. In this
volume, however, Drs. Strong and Learning have cou-

quered most of the difficulties that make micro-photo-
graphy unsatisfactory, and, by the aid of the artotyp-
ing process of Mr. Edward Bierstadt, they have given
us a series of plates which must be very perfect copies
of the originals. Iu the works of Golgi's followers,
and even iu the magnificent atlas of Golgi himself, the
representation of the neuron, with its dendrites and
neuraxons, has been simply diagrammatic, and this is,
we believe, the first attempt to give an actual repre-
sentation of the neurons as they appear when stained
by Golgi's method. The diagrams are, of course,
much better adapted for the student, and these plates,
by contrast, seem confused and obscure, but they ap-
proach nearer to what is actually seen than anything

except the sections themselves. Representations are

given of the nerve cells iu all parts of the nervous

system, those of the corpora quadrigemina, optic thai-
ami, and corpora striata being of special interest, as

having been less thoroughly studied than those of the
cord, cortex, and cerebellum. Dr. Strong furnishes
an introductory chapter on the histological technique,
which is followed by a brief note on the photographic
technique by Dr. Learning. In the text Dr. Starr
gives a very good summing up of our present knowl-
edge of the arrangement of the neurons and the course

of the neuraxons in the different parts of the nervous

system, illustrated by a number of very clear and sim-
ple diagrams, which are a distinct help in understand-
ing the plates, and he aelda, furthermore, a description
of the individual plates. Although containing nothing
original, this nevertheless gives a very clear and con-
cise account of the structure of the nervous system.
A second volume on the peripheral nerves and the or-

gans of sense is promised, which we shall look forward
to with interest. The Columbia Press, in undertak-
ing the publication of auch a work, in so magnificent
and expensive a style, is deserving of the highest
praise. It is not only a beautiful specimen of book-
making, but a monument of admirable and elaborate
scientific work.

Principles of Surgery. By N. Senn, M.D., Ph.D.,
LL.D., Professor of Practice of Surgery and Clini-
cal Surgery in Rush Medical College, Chicago, etc.
Second edition. Royal octavo, pp. 656, illustrated.
Philadelphia: The F. A. Davis Company. Lon-
don: F. J. Rebman. 1895.
Many of the recent treatises of surgery are defec-

tive in that too little attention is given to the funda-
mental principles of the science. The author of this
volume has tried to fill this gap in surgical literature
and furnish a systematic work in which those princi-
ples on which scientific and successful treatment de-
pends are not neglected. Ho has discussed those af-
fections of most frequent occurrence. The application
of general surgical principles to special pathological
conditions is a conspicuous feature of the work. The
connection of bacteriology with etiology and pathol-
ogy is fully presented. The cellular process of regen-
eration aud inflammation are introduced. Diagnosis,
prognosis and treatment are also included. A num-
ber of new subjects appear in this edition and more
than fifty new illustrations have been added. The
abundance of new material has enlarged considerably
the size and scope of the work.

The plan of Professor Senn has been well carried
out and the book is certainly one which contains the
most recent and approved methods. It is evidently
intended to occupy the place so long held by Billroth s

celebrated work on surgical pathology which it closely
resembles in its arrangement.
A Manual of Operative Surgery. By Lewis A.

Stimson, B.A., M.D., Surgeon to the New York,
Bellevue and Hudson Street Hospitals, etc., and
John Rogers, Jr., B.A., M.D., Surgeon to Out\x=req-\
Patients, Hudson Street Hospital, etc. Third edi-
tion, 12mo, 614 pages and 306 illustrations. Phil-
adelphia: Lea Brothers & Co. 1895.
In order to prepare this third edition of a satisfaC'

tory manual, recent progress in operative surgery 'iaS
made it necessary to rewrite the volume. Those
operations which have stood the test of experienc
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